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SUBJECT: GON POLICY STATEMENT DEBATE 

REF: A) THE HAGUE 296 (DTG 191509Z JAN 78) (NOTAL); 

B) THE HAGUE 311 (DTG 191540Z JAN 78) (NOTAL) 

1 . PRIME MINISTER VAN AGT'S CABINET EMERGED UNSCATHED FROM 
ITS FIRST GOVERNMENT POLICY DEBATE THIS WEEK. THE LABOR 
PARTY OPPOSITION LED BY FORMER PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL FOUND 
FEW CONCRETE ITEMS TO ATTACK. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (CD A) AND 
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LIBERALS (VVD) GAVE SOLID SUPPORT TO THE NEW GOVERNMENT. VAN 
AGT PROMISED MORE DETAILED LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS LATER, COVERING 
PROFIT SHARING, WORKS COUNCILS AND ECONOMIC STIMULUS. MORE 
IMPORTANTLY FOR THE MOMENT, VAN AGT ASSURED THE OPPOSITION 
THAT MINIMUM WELFARE PAYMENTS WOULD CONTINUE TO BE LINKED TO 
THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEXED MINIMUM WAGE. 
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2. THE SERIES OF STATEMENTS AND REJOINDERS IN THE HAGUE THIS 
WEEK SAW OLD PLAYERS GETTING USED TO THEIR NEW ROLES. EVERYONE 
SEEMED NERVOUS AS VAN ACT'S GOVERNMENT GOT OFF TO A START, BUT 
THE NEW CABINET ASSUMED ITS NEW ROLE SOMEWHAT MORE SUCCESSFULLY 
THAN DID THE EX-MINISTERS NOW IN THE OPPOSITION. FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER DEN UYL, THOUGH FIERY, FAILED TO RUFFLE VAN AGT. CDA 
FLOOR LEADER AANTJES WAS LACKLUSTER IN PUBLIC BUT IN BACKROOM 
SESSIONS SKILLFULLY ENGINEERED VVD SUPPORT OF MANY FORMER 
CDA-LABOR PROGRAMS. VVD FLOOR LEADER RIETKERK MADE HIS MARK 
AND WILL BE A MAN TO WATCH. AS EXPECTED, SEVERAL RESOLUTIONS 
PROPOSED BY THE OPPOSITION WERE REJECTED. 

3. VAN AGT FURTHER DEFINED NETHERLANDS DEVELOPMENT AID POLICY, 
SAYING THAT AID WOULD BE CONCENTRATED ON INDONESIA AND SURINAM 
IN PARTICULAR-TWO FORMER COLONIES. 

4. THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS OFF TO A RESPECTABLE START. ITS 

MOST IMMEDIATE OBSTACLE WILL BE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE NEXT WEEK 
ON THE RECENT GON AGREEMENT WITH FRG AND UK TO SUPPLY BRAZIL 
WITH ENRICHED URANIUM FROM EXPANDED PLANT AT ALMELO (REF B). 
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